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Comparison of spiral and electron beam tomography in the evaluation of
coronary calcification in asymptomatic persons’
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In a previously published article, Budoff and References
coauthors suggest to be cautious regarding calcium

scanning using spiral CT especidly in patients with [1] Budoff MJ, Mao S, Zalace CP, Bakhsheshi H, Oudiz RJ. Com-
relatively low calcium scores (<200) [1]. However, parison of ;Pi_ff?\'catahd electron bfamatt_omogfaphy |inttheaiw.—,l\|ﬂ;§n of
H - coronary calciti 10N In asymptomatic persons. Internation ur-
the technol_ogy used in that study (Siemens Somatom nal of Cardiology 2001:77-181-8,
Plus 4A) is outdated and does not represent the [2] Silber S. Data from the MUNICH-Registry. Importance of ECG-
current state of the art regardi ng calcium scanni ng: Triggering for Ruling Out Coronary Calcification with the Multi-
; ; ; . Slice-CT in Individuals Asymptomatic for Ischemic CAD. Herz
The rotation time applied was 750 ms (today: 500 2001262607 ymp
ms). More important, the authors did not use any [3] Schmermund A, Hellemann HP, Gruschka-Hellemann B, Rauwolf
form of ECG-triggering. In a recently published study M, Erbel R, Silber S. Multi Row Spiral CT for Quantification of
[2] we have shown that ECG-triggering is pivotal for Coronary Calcification in 1,000 Asymptomatic Subjects. Circulation

calcium scanning with multi-slice spiral CT, especial- 2000;102:11-339.

ly in patients with low scores. If ECG-triggering is
used, a good correlation to EBCT data is provided

[3].
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